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The purpose of this policy is to explain when children/staff can and cannot attend nursery, when they may be sent home and when they are able to return. The Covid 19 policy has now been transferred into the illness and exclusion policy. 
Illness and Exclusion Policy
Children cannot be accepted into the nursey if they have a contagious illness or are ill enough to require one to one attention from a parent/carer. The nursery will do it’s best to comfort children who are taken ill during the day.
The nursery will inform parents as soon as possible if the child becomes ill during the day, including any contagious illnesses and the parent will have to collect their child as soon as possible. If sickness occurs a common sense approach will be taken if thought to be teething/milky sick (for babies) and parents will be informed. In most cases that child would be sent home from nursery. The child will not be re-admitted until staff are satisfied the child is recovered otherwise parents may be called to take their child home.
Please see our exclusion period.
The nursery will inform parents of any outbreak of infections, diseases or cases of head lice. In return the centre expects parents to inform them if their child has contracted an infectious disease or head lice. In case where a child has head lice on the first occasion, staff will ring the parent to inform them so they have the opportunity to pick up some treatment from the chemist if they wish to or they may prefer to treat using a different method. In cases where head lice have been noticed and the parents are notified where the infection has continued for three consecutive days the child will be sent home and maybe excluded until head lice have been eradicated. We will be taking common sense approach when dealing with head lice. 
Children suffering from sickness/diarrhoea must not return until at least 48 hours have elapsed from the last bout of sickness/diarrhoea and until they are eating normally. This is the exclusion time recommended by Powys County Council Environment Health Department.
If sickness occurs during the day within the nursery a common sense approach will be taken if thought to be teething/milky sick (for babies) if thought to be poorly sick the nursery will inform parents as soon as possible. The exclusion period of 48 hours will apply.
If diarrhoea occurs during the day within the nursery, after 2 loose nappies or at the managers discretion (where it is thought to be due to something other than an illness I.e. medication/allergies) the nursery will inform parents as soon as possible. The exclusion period of 48 hours will apply.
For other infectious conditions the children will be excluded for a period as recommended by the doctor or health care professionals. 
Children may be “ill” without having something contagious such as a severe cold, in these instances the practitioners will use their professional judgement to make a choice where the best place for the child to be is, be this to remain at the nursery or to be sent home. In instances where children are sent home we ask that the child do not return when they are well within themselves. 
We record on the register why children are absent so that we can look at infection control patterns of illness to make sure we are doing everything practicable to contain illness.
Signing of the contract gives the nursery permission to authorise any emergency medical treatment that may be necessary. A person with legal parental responsibility must have signed this form.      
The nursery will follow the guidelines laid out in the Public Health Wales document ‘Infection Prevention and Control for Childcare Settings, (0-5 years) Nurseries Child Minders and Playgroups All Wales Guidance’
Exclusion Periods
	Infection or complaint
	Period individual to be kept away from the setting

	Chickenpox
	Until all vesicles (blisters) have crusted over

	Conjunctivitis
	None, as long as child is well in themselves and started appropriate treatment (if prescribed)

	Diarrhoea and/or vomiting
	48 hours from last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting

	Hand, Foot and mouth
	None, as long as they are well in themselves

	Impetigo
	Until affected areas are crusted and healed, or 48 hours after starting antibiotic treatment.

	Mumps
	Keep away from setting for 5 days after onset of swelling

	Scarlet Fever
	Individual can return 24 hours after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment

	Shingles 
	Individual only to be kept away from setting if rash is weeping and cannot be covered

	Slapped Cheek/fifth disease
	None (once rash has developed) attendance is discretion of health care professional

	Threadworms
	None, attendance at discretion of health care professional

	Tonsillitis
	None, attendance at discretion of health care professional 

	Cold (snotty nose, sneezing)
	None, as long as they are otherwise well in themselves

	Covid-19 Symptoms
(persistent Cough or/and temperature)
	Any person who has tested positive for Covid-19 can return to the setting after 5 days


*Please note that Covid exclusion policy is linked directly to guidance from the Welsh Government and is subject to change as guidance does*
Temperatures
If a child has a temperature of 38 degrees or above then the parent will be contacted about what they would like us to do regarding next steps. The nursery will not hold a universal Calpol as been advised from CIW. Parents are welcome to have their own for their child. If after a dosage of Calpol the temperature doesn’t go down then your child will be sent home as need closer attention. If temperature is slightly raised as normal we will keep a close eye and monitor the child in the time they are with us. 
Covid 19
The current sub-section of the policy will underline the guidelines from the Welsh Government in relation to isolation and testing. 
The nursery’s priority is and always will be the health and wellbeing of the children/families who attend and our staff. 
Staff Information
Staff will be informed of latest changes in terms of symptoms and government guidelines. 
Covid 19 and other respiratory infections in under 18’s
Respiratory infections are common in children, particularly during winter months. The majority of these will not be serious, however some children can become seriously unwell from infections including condition called RSV.
Attending nursery is very important for children and young people’s development, health and well-being. The long-term impact missing education should not be underestimated. Children and young people with mild symptoms can continue to attend their educational setting. Mild symptoms include runny nose, sore throat, slight cough in children who are otherwise well. 
Children who are unwell should stay at home, and we ask that they remain of the nursery until they are symptom free. 
There is no expectation for children under 5 to test for covid-19. 
Notifying CIW
CIW will be notified of any infectious disease which in the opinion of a registered medical practitioner attending a child or other person at the premises has a serious injury to, serious illness of, death of, any child or other person on the premises. 
Staff illness
If a staff member informs the nursery they are suffering from a work-related illness of diagnosed reportable disease, then you must inform the Health and Safety Executive. A full list of notifiable diseases in available on the Public Health Wales website here. 
www.nhs.uk/site3/page.cfm?orgid=457&pid=48544 
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